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SUBJECT: UNDRO APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE TO CAPE VERDE ISLANDS 

1. ON JANUARY 27, 1975 UNDRO HELD AN INFORMAL MEETING TO 
INFORM POTENTIAL DONOR NATIONS OF PLIGHT OF CAPE VERDE ISLANDS 
WHICH ARE TO BECOME INDEPENDENT IN JULY 1975, AND TO APPEAL 
FOR ASSISTANCE. 

2. ON DEC 30, 1974, TRANSITION GOVERNMENT HAD APPELED TO 

UN FOR EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE AS DROUGHT ON ISLANDS, CONTINUOUS 
SINCE 1968, HAS REDUCED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION TO 10 PERCENT 
AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION TO LESS THAN 30 PERCENT. UNDRO 
TEAM SURVEYED SITUATION AND FOUND THAT CONDITIONS NOT YET 
DISASTER EMERGENCY UNDER UN DEFINITION BUT THAT PREVENTIVE 
MEASURES URGENTLY REQUIRED TO HALT FURTHER DETERIORATION. 
AFTER INDEPENDENCE, PORTUGAL WILL CEASE GRANT ASSISTANCE 
WHICH HAS SUSTAINED ISLAND IN PAST. 

3. ISLAND'S POPULATION NOW AT APPROXIMATELY 300,000 MOSTLY 
WOMEN, CHILDREN AND OLDER MEN. MOST ABLE BODIED MEN 
EMIGRATE TO FIND WORK ELSEWHERE AND SUPPORT FAMILIES WITH 
REMITTANCES WHICH IS MAJOR SOURCE OF INCOMING FOR ISLANDS. 

MAIN FOOD IS MAIZE WHICH, ACCORDING TO WFP, IS NEEDED IN 
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QUANTITY OF 34,000 TONS P/A. ISLANDS PRODUCED 3,000 TONS 
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IN 1969, BUT ONLY 400 TONS IN 1974. OTHER URGENT REQUIRE- 
MENTS ARE FOR MILK POWDER, BEANS AND MEDICATION. 

4. WFP REPRESENTATIVE CUOMO WHO ATTENDED MEETING REPORTED 
WFP SUPPORT PLEGED AT APPROXMIATELY $2 MILLION FOR TWO 
PROJECTS. ONE TO COVER "VULNERABLE GROUP”, I.E. YOUNG 
CHILDREN AND ADULTS (NURSING MOTHERS, ETC.), ABOUT 30,000 
EACH, WHICH WILL PROVIDE DAILY 700 CALORIES FOR CHILDREN AND 
1 100 CALORIES FOR ADOUTS. THE SECOND FOOD FOR WORK PROGRAM 
WHICH WILL PROVIDE SUBSISTENCE FOR 10,000 WORKDERS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES (ESTIMATED TOTAL 50,000 PEOPLE). 

5. UNDRO COORDINATOR BERKOL ASKED FOR GENEROUS ASSISTANCE 
AND OFFERED HIS SERVICES AS A CHANNEL FOR DONATIONS. 
ANNOUNCED THAT BILATERAL OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE MADE 
TO HIGH COMMISSIONER, TRANSITION GOVERNMENT, PRAIA, CAPE 
VERDE ISLANDS.DAT ,F, 
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